Introduction
Labiotermes and Paracornitermes are large soil-feeding termites endemic to South America. Most species are subterranean, live in savannas and forests and are relatively difficult to find and collect. The only exception is Labiotermes labralis, which builds a conspicuous arboreal nest and can reach high densities in some parts of the Amazon rain forest.
The first species of this group were described by Silvestri (1901; 1903) and placed in the genus Cornitermes Wasmann: C. laticephalus, C. longilabius and C. orthocephalus, all from the Cerrado of Mato Grosso, Brazil. Holmgren (1906) Mathews (1977) , in a faunistic study on the termites of Mato Grosso, Brazil, redescribed the genera Labiotermes and Paracornitermes and described a new species, L. leptothrix. He also noted the strong similarities between these genera and argued that they should be merged into a single genus. They form a very distinct and homogeneous group of species, with similar morphology and habits.
In this paper we revise the taxonomy of Labiotermes and Paracornitermes, including the description of two new species, one from the Cerrado of central Brazil and the other from the Amazon rain forest. Paracornitermes is treated as a synonym of Labiotermes. We describe the workers of all species and the previously unknown imagos of L. emersoni and
